ENGLISH II
2018 – 2019
Contact Information
Email:  Lklein@wcpss.net 



Class Weebly:  http://mrskleinenglish.weebly.com/
Class Objective
Students in English II read, discuss, and write about both classical and contemporary world literature. They examine cultural significance, explore diversity, and gain exposure to world issues. Text selections include prose and poetry, with an emphasis on argumentative writing and development. All units of study, assignments, and assessments are designed to test students’ understanding and application of skills assessed on the End of Course exam.
Units of Study
You are expected to always have some sort of reading material with you. Textbooks are kept in the classroom and not taken home; when books are issued to students, they assume responsibility for returning them in the same condition.
	Core Texts
	Major Assessment

	The Epic of Gilgamesh, Mythology
	Test

	Othello by William Shakespeare*
	Literary analysis paper, test

	Night by Elie Wiesel*
	Research paper, test

	Honors:  World Literature book club*
Academic:  House on Mango Street selections
	Collaborative project
Memoir project


In addition to the major assessments listed above, students will also complete reading comprehension benchmark exams in preparation for the EOC.

Students are expected to purchase the starred novels listed above by a specified date. Electronic copies are acceptable if they are on e-readers; books on phones are not accepted. Vocabulary is comprised of context words from our core texts; grammar skills are also assessed in the context of student writing. Specific units of study for both will be determined based on student need.
End-of-Course Exam
English II students take an end-of-course exam designed by state officials assessing reading comprehension; this test is comprised of reading passages and multiple choice/free response questions. The English II EOC counts for 20% of a student’s final grade.
Course Grading
Assignments are points-based. Different weights are applied to the following assignment categories to account for final grade calculation:




Honors

Academic


Semester Average
Major assignment

60% 

50%


Quarter 1


40%
Minor assignment/Quiz 
25%

25%


Quarter 2


40%
Class work/Homework 
10%

15%


EOC Exam


20%
Student engagement 

5%

10%






100%

Grades are assessed using clearly defined expectations with product descriptions and rubrics. Most homework will involve reading and/or writing. Student engagement grades are taken on a random basis and may only be made up during SMART lunch.
It is the student’s responsibility to keep updated on his/her current grade status and assignments. Please check PowerSchool and the class Weebly regularly; these will be updated on a weekly basis. Assignments, agendas, and notes can all be found on the Weebly site.
Writing assignments will be submitted through the Turn It In program. This is designed to help students maintain academic integrity and familiarize themselves with the specific rubrics that are used for scoring. Please be advised that due to large class sizes, turn-around time for papers and tests will be slightly longer. 
Late Assignments
Bottom line: work needs to be turned in on time. Homework and class work adhere to the “no zero” rule, with a 40% being the highest grade achievable. Major assignments are deducted 10 points (or 10%) if late. When submitting assignments electronically, be sure to use your Wake County student email address. Assignments are due that day in class, not emailed that night. 

Attendance, Absences, and Make-up Work
In order to be successful in class, all students are expected to participate in classroom activities and discussions. If an absence does occur, it is your responsibility to ask about any missed work or assignments; excessive absences can result in serious academic consequences. When absent, you have the amount of days you were gone to make up any assignments. Keep in mind that being absent does not excuse you from having incomplete work, and due dates assigned prior to your absence will be adhered to. Students who miss a test, quiz, or any other major/minor assessment will need to make arrangements to attend SMART lunch. Students who miss class because of a school related activity are responsible for turning in any assignments that are due prior to being out. Professional judgment and discretion will be used for extenuating circumstances.

SMART Lunch Expectations
Wednesdays:
B (10:50 – 11:24)

Fridays:
A (10:24 – 10:54)
SMART lunch sign-ins are located in the classroom. It is your responsibility to sign in when you attend a session, and you must stay the entire half for credit. Any SMART lunch assigned by the teacher is mandatory; failure to attend a mandatory SMART lunch session will result in disciplinary action.
Students who attend four SMART lunches per quarter, and maintain all classroom expectations, will receive an 100% Student Engagement grade and have access to practice reading passages, one of which appearing on an assessment in class.
Academic Integrity
As outlined in the PCHS Student/Parent Handbook, academic integrity is valued for all students. Parent contact and an administrative referral will be made for students who do not uphold the standards of academic integrity. Your academic responsibility directly influences your success as a student. Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated whatsoever; you are responsible for your own work.

Materials
Class binder/folder



*Also recommended:  planner, sticky notes, highlighters*
Spiral notebook and/or lined paper
Pens (blue/black) and pencils



Required novels





 These need to be brought to class every day.

Tardy Policy & Hall Pass Use
A 1st and 3rd period tardy will be handled by administration at the tardy table. A 2nd and 4th period tardy will be handled as follows:


1st – Warning


2nd – SMART lunch conference & parent contact


3rd – Teacher-determined consequence & parent contact


4th – Administrative referral

Students who arrive late 2nd or 4th should enter quietly, sign the tardy log, and get to work. The classroom hall pass is to be used in emergency situations only.
Independent Reading Guidelines
Independent reading time (IRT) will often begin class periods, varying from 10-20 minutes. This time provides you with the opportunity to be in control of what you read while in class. The books you select are your choice; they should be appropriate and challenging. During IRT, the expectation is for you to be reading something. Phones are not allowed during this time. 
Electronic Devices
Phones should not be out at any point during class and will be collected on days with assessments. Do not leave them on the desk; put them away completely. You are expected to be engaged in class when present; however, should certain assignments call for use of phones or other devices, an announcement will be made that day. Kindles, Nooks, and other e-readers are acceptable, but they are your responsibility. Any abuse of devices will result in parent contact and disciplinary action.
Classroom Expectations & Procedures
The expectation is that students of Panther Creek High School will behave maturely and appropriately.
1.  Be present and on time.

· Dismissal – The teacher will dismiss you, not the bell. Remain seated until this is announced. Do not line up at the door; you will be asked to sit down prior to dismissal.

2.  Be prepared and engaged in learning.

· Have your materials with you every day.
· Be safe and responsible.
3.  Be on task.

· No devices. 
· No food or drink in the classroom – water only.
4.  Be a person of character.

· Cheating or plagiarism is not tolerated whatsoever.

· Be respectful of your peers, your teacher, and yourself.
· Adhere to all rules found in the Panther Creek handbook.
Any violation of these rules will result in a variety of consequences.
Electronic Resources 
Turnitin.com:  You must enroll in the class in order for writing assignments to be submitted and graded.
· Period 2:  Class ID (18603322)
Enrollment Key (E2HP218)
· Period 3:  Class ID (18603366)
Enrollment Key (E2HP318)
· Period 4:  Class ID (18603397)
Enrollment Key (E2AP418)
Readworks.org:  You must enroll in the class in order for reading assignments to count towards SMART Lunch credit.
· Honors students:  Class Code (ZJHQXS)
Log in using Google school email
· Academic students:  Class Code (R7JP2Y)
Log in using Google school email
English II
Class Syllabus

Please sign below showing you fully understand the classroom policies. Return this slip to Mrs. Klein by the due date. The rest is kept for your reference.

                                                                                                                                                                           .

I have read and understand the policies and procedures outlined in the class syllabus for English II.

Student name:

Student signature: 
Parent/Guardian name:
Parent/Guardian signature:

Date:

Class period: 
